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Learning Objectives

IDENTIFY CANDIDATES FOR LONG-
ACTING INJECTABLE 
BUPRENORPHINE

COUNSEL PATIENTS ON PROS AND 
CONS OF INJECTABLE 

BUPRENORPHINE

COMPARE INJECTION 
CHARACTERISTICS BETWEEN 

BRIXADI AND SUBLOCADE



Sublingual Buprenorphine Formulations for OUD

$ $$ $$$

Monoproduct tabs Combo product tabs Combo product films 



Buprenorphine 
Injections

• Brixadi and Sublocade 
• REMS medications
• Subcutaneous
• Crystalline matrix
• Open formulary VA and Medicaid

• Risks same as transmucosal 
buprenorphine + local skin 
reactions (and – dental concerns)



Patient Selection

Indications
• Concern for diversion
• Intermittent treatment 

adherence
• Justice involvement 
• Medication storage concerns
• Patient preference
• Dental concerns?

Contraindications
• Allergy to components
• Upcoming major surgery
• Moderate/severe hepatic 

impairment
• Cellulitis/scarring at site



Brixadi

• Prior to start: 4mg SL x1 (weekly) or “stable” 
dose of SL buprenorphine (monthly)

• Needle: 23-gauge
• Volume: 0.16mL-0.64mL
• Surgical removal: No
• Notes: decreased absorption in arms



Sublocade 
• Prior to start: SL bupe x 7 days (8-24mg)
• Needle: 18 gauge, 
• Volume: 0.5mL (100mg) or 1.5mL (300mg)
• Surgical excision: first 14 days 
• Notes: stings, starting regimen



Sublingual 
Buprenorphine*

Brixadi 
(weekly)

Brixadi 
(monthly)

Sublocade 
(dose 1)

Sublocade
(dose 2)

Sublocade
(maintenance)

<6mg 8mg n/a n/a

8-10mg 16mg 64mg 300mg 100mg 100mg

12-16mg 24mg 96mg 300mg 100mg* 100mg

18-24mg 32mg 128mg 300mg 300mg 100mg 

>24mg 300mg 300mg 300mg
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Buprenorphine Concentrations (ng/mL)

SL Bupe 8mg SL Bupe 24mg Brixadi 64mg Brixadi 128mg Sublocade 100mg Sublocade 300mg



REMS

• No certification to prescribe
• Meds can be obtained from 

REMS-certified pharmacy 
for individual patients at a 
specified appt time without 
REMS certification

• REMS required to stock 
Sublocade and Brixadi



https://brixadirems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BRIXADI_REMS_HC_SET_PHARM_ENR_FORM_04172024_final.pdf

Start prescribing/dispensing

https://brixadirems.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/BRIXADI_REMS_HC_SET_PHARM_ENR_FORM_04172024_final.pdf


Key Points

Injectable 
buprenorphine is a 

great option for 
select patients

Risks associated 
with use <<< 

untreated opioid 
use disorder

Brixadi has more 
dosing options; 

Sublocade achieves 
higher serum levels



References

• Brixadi package insert updated 5/2023
• Sublocade package insert revised 12/2023 
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