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What are problem solving courts?

The legacy of treatment courts began in 1989 in Miami-Dade County (FL). At the time, the United States
was embroiled in the “war on drugs” and large percentages of individuals being processed through criminal
justice systems across the country had similar characteristics: 1) a substance use disorder that contributed
to criminal behavior; 2) had cycled through the criminal justice system one or more times previously; and
3) were charged with non-violent crimes. A small but determined group of criminal justice practitioners
came together and openly expressed dissatisfaction with the traditional criminal justice system that was
ineffective at reducing recidivism. They argued that the strategies being utilized did not focus on nor address
the underlying criminogenic needs of justice-involved individuals. To this end, they sought to design a
strategy for more effectively intervening in the lives of these individuals so as to stop the revolving door
cycle in/out of the criminal justice system in which so many individuals were stuck. Out of these efforts the
drug court model was born.

https://allrise.org/about/treatment-courts/


Timeline



Timeline



Painting the Current Picture – National 
Drug Court Research Center (2022)





Idaho Treatment Courts



Treatment Court in Idaho

 First treatment court began September 1998 in Kootenai County under 
Judges James Judd and Eugene Marano

 Ada Court Drug Court began under Judge Daniel Eismann March 1999

 In 2000, treatment courts were started in Bonneville, Bannock, Jefferson, 
Fremont, Madison, Power, Teton and Twin Falls Counties

 2001 Idaho Drug Court and Mental Health Court Act

 Idaho currently has:
 Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans Court, DUI Court, Juvenile Drug 

Court, Child Protection Court, Domestic Violence Drug Court

In fiscal year 2024, Idaho treatment courts served 2,279 
people with 613 participants graduating their respective 
programs.



Idaho Treatment Courts

 Region 1
 Felony Drug Court – 5
 MHC, DUI court Veterans Court - 1

 Region 2
 Felony Drug Court – 3
 Mental Health Court – 3
 Veterans Court, DUI Court - 1

 Region 3
 Felony Drug Court – 3
 MHC, Veterans Court Juvenile DC - 1

 Region 4
 Felony Drug Court – 4
 MHC, Veterans Court 1 

 Region 5
 Felony Drug Court – 4
 MHC, Veteran Court, Juvenile DC – 1
 DUI Court - 3

 Region 6
 Felony Drug Court – 6
 MHC, Veterans Court, CP Drug Court, Wood 

Court - 1

 Region 7
 Felony Drug Court – 6
 DUI Court – 3
 MHC – 3
 Juvenile MHC – 2
 CP Drug Court, Veterans Court, Domestic 

violence court - 1

69 total 
Courts 

Statewide



Best Practice Standards

 Target Population
 Objective Eligibility and Exclusion Criteria

 High Risk and High Needs Participants

 Validated Eligibility Assessments

 Criminal History Disqualifications

 Clinical Disqualifications

 Admission Timeline



Team Members

 Presiding Judge

 Public Defender

 Defense Council

 Court Coordinator

 Treatment Provider

 Probation and Parole

 Other State Holders – Vocational Rehabilitation, Law enforcement, etc.



Team Structure

 Screening Process

 Pre-court Staff Meetings

 Status Hearings



Phase Based Programming

 Phase 1: 4-8 weeks

 Phase 2: 12-14 weeks

 Phase 3:  16-20 weeks

 Phase 4: 20-24 weeks

 Phase 5: minimum of 12 weeks

 Graduation



Components of Program

 Evidence – Based Treatments
 Treatment groups
 Individual sessions

 Probation meetings
 Community based support groups
 Random Drug testing
 Work/Volunteer
 Regular court sessions
 Court costs/fees



Why Treatment Courts

 Reduce Recidivism
 National Institute of Justice report shows: Reduction in recidivism ranged from 

17%-26%

 Lower Costs
 Reduced recidivism and other long-term program outcomes resulted in public 

savings of $6,744 on average per participant

 Factors of Success
 Proper assessment and treatment
 The role of the judge

 Amended sentencing agreement
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