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DRUG TRENDS & 
IDENTIFICATION

Boise Police Department
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MOST COMMON DRUGS YOU'LL ENCOUNTER
• Heroin
• Weed *
• Pills
• Fentanyl (Blues/powder) *
• Patches
• Meth *
• Xanax
• Cocaine *
• Ecstasy/MDMA
• Hallucinogens
• Xylazine *
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• There are millions of different drug 
names out there! Refer more to 
symptoms, side effects, etc. when 
determining drug

• Some are location based

• Below is a directory of slang terms 
the DEA put out in 2018

• https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/
files/2018-07/DIR-022-18.pdf

https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-07/DIR-022-18.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-07/DIR-022-18.pdf
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WEIGHT TERMS
Always subject to how slang is used!

• Teener: 1/16 ounce (1.75 grams)
• Dime sack: $10 worth of drugs
• Quarter: 1/4 gram
• Point: 1/10 of a gram
• 8 ball: 1/8 of an ounce (3.5 grams)
• 1g: 1 gram
• Elbow: 1 pound
• Kilo/Brick: 2.2 pounds or 1000 grams
• Sandwich bag: 1 gram
• Bundle: 1 gram
• 1 ounce or Zip: 28.34 grams
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OVERALL METHODS OF USE

• Snorting
• Smoking 
• Injection
• Drinking
• Eating
• Patches
• Booty Bumpin’
• Slammin
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OPIOIDS

Can be swallowed, crushed, injected
Some common pain killers we see:

• Codeine 
• Hydrocodone 
• Hydrocodone/acetaminophen (Lorcet, Lortab, Norco, 

Vicodin)
• Hydromorphone- Dilaudid, Demerol
• Morphine
• Oxycodone, OxyContin
• Oxycodone
• Oxymorphone
• Morphine
• Percocet
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HEROIN

• Heroin (diacetylmorphine)
• Various colors/consistencies: 

powder, white/brown/black tar or 
coal like consistency

• Black tar heroin smells like vinegar
• Injected, smoked, booty bumped
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FENTANYL – PRESCRIBED AND ILLEGAL FORM

• Easily absorbed thru the skin
• 50 TIMES more potent than heroin
• 100 TIMES more potent than morphine
• High potency increase risk of 

overdose/death

• New drug approved Nov. 2018 
• Dsuvia / sufentanil
• 10 times more potent than 

Fentanyl!
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XYLAZINE (HORSE TRANQUILIZER)

• AKA “TRANQ” being laced into other drugs.
• USE: Smoked or injection 
• When used in people:

• Sedation
• difficulty breathing
• dangerously low blood pressure
• slowed heart rate

• In samples from eight syringe service programs in Maryland tested between 2021 and 2022, 
xylazine was found in almost 80% of drug samples that contained opioids.5     
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BENZODIAZEPINES AKA BENZOS - XANAX
• Combining with alcohol or other drugs can be very dangerous

Prescription drugs, like Xanax, are the most commonly abused drugs other than alcohol 
and marijuana among people over the age of 14, per the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA).

In 23% of opioid overdoses in 2015, benzodiazepines were detected in toxicology 
reports.
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MARIJUANA
• Increase of marijuana across the 

country being laced with fentanyl or 
heroin

• Shatter, wax, gummies, leaf, etc.
• Can be smoked, vaped, ingested or 

dabbed.
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METHAMPHETAMINE
• Meth is commonly smoked, swallowed, snorted 

or injected

Meth mouth
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COCAINE

• Rapid onset of effects with a short duration
• Can be snorted, injected, smoked or placed 

on the gums.
• Crack cravings are some of the strongest of 

any drug.  This is why it is so addictive and 
hard to quit.

Crack



LASTING ENVIRONMENTS | INNOVATIVE ENTERPRISES | VIBRANT COMMUNITIES17

ECSTASY/MOLLY - MDMA
Commonly swallowed, but can be 
liquified to drink or crushed to snort
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HALLUCINOGENS – LSD/PCP/KETAMINE, ETC.
Commonly swallowed as tabs or 
pills.
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VAPING

• Polysubstance 
abuse- Another 
way to use 
multiple drugs at 
the same time

• Increased 
chance for 
overdose
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PARAPHERNALIA/STASH/PACKAGING
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PARAPHERNALIA/PACKAGING
•Rolling papers and cigars
•Cotton balls, Q-tips
•Roach clips
•Bongs and hookahs
•Vapes
•Pipes
•Tin foil, bent spoons, bottles/cans for smoking
•Lollipops, pacifiers
•Needles and small spoons
•Straws or paper tubes, small mirrors, and razorblades or 
cards
•Surgical/dust mask
•Aerosol cans, tubes of glue, balloons, nozzles, or rags
•Butane lighters or gas canisters with torch heads
•Plastic baggies, scales, tubing, laces
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STASH CLOTHING
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IF YOU THINK YOU’VE FOUND DRUGS

• Contact the police department
• If you suspect the item is a drug, don’t touch it! Make sure to wear 

gloves when dealing with any property, people, etc.
• Follow company/CDC/OSHA/NIOSH regulations regarding exposure to 

substances. https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/fentanyl/risk.html
• Avoid hand sanitizer if you think you’ve handled a drug
• Don’t put yourself at risk for injury if the person is combative! Dial 911 if 

necessary!

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/fentanyl/risk.html
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RESOURCES
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QUESTIONS

Cpl Cody Evans
Boise Police Department

Community Outreach Division
208-570-6896

cevans@cityofboise.org
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